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children and youth the delights of personal intellectual pro-
ductiveness — true and important as are these things. It is
that no thought, no idea, can possibly be conveyed as an idea
from one person to another. When it is told, it is, to the one
to whom it is told, another given fact, not an idea. The com-
munication may stimulate the other person to realize the
question for himself and to think out a like idea, or it may
smother his intellectual interest and suppress his dawning
effort at thought. But what he directly gets cannot be an
idea. Only byjwre§t]ing. with the conditions_of the problem
at^ first hand, seeking^ and_ imding his _qwn_way_QUt, dogs Jt$
tKmjr. When the parent or teacher has provided the con-
ditions which stimulate thinking and has taken a sympathetic
attitude toward the activities of the learner by entering into
a common or conjoint experience, all has been done which a
second party can do to instigate learning. The rest lies with
the one directly concerned. Hhe cannoijlevise his own solu-
tion (not of course in isolation, but in correspondence with
the teacher and other pupils) and find his own way_out_^e.will
not learn, not even if he.can recite some correct answer with
one hundred per cent accuracy.. We can and do supply
ready-made' ideas' by the thousand; we do not usually take
much pains to see that the one learning engages in significant
situations where his own activities generate, support, and clinch
ideas — that is, perceived meanings or connections. This
does not mean that the teacher is to stand off and look on ;
the alternative to furnishing ready-made subject matter and
listening to the accuracy with which it is reproduced is not
quiescence, but participation, sharing, in an activity. In
such shared activity, the teacher is a learner, and the learner
is, without knowing it, a teacher — and upon the whole, the
less consciousness there is, on either side, of either giving or
receiving instruction, the better.
IV. Ideas, as we have seen, whether they be humble guesses
or dignified theories, are anticipations of possible solutions.

